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Mildred Brown Had a Key Role

Mitdrod Brows, whe died Tha re.
day at tho age of 78, held & spocial
place in tha Midiands, As publisher
of the COmaha Ster, the pation's
iongeat-operating hlack-owned
nowspaper run by & woman, she
provided neighborhood news and
commentatry for more than 5%
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years, piving her readers & weekly
holping of informetion ashoot
ovents and apinions i the Black
COmMLNELY.

Ampng hor eonecima was the
strugpte for racie!l equality, She
hired Cherles Weshington, whe v
widely rememberod for hin eivil
rghts wark, ap @ repereer and
columnizt for the paper. Whitnoy
Young, who was execitive secret-
ary af the Omahny Urban Leapue
before poing on to hoed the Netion-
al Urban League, cootributed
editorfals,

Mrz. Brown rogalied in 2 EBER
tnierview that the paper some-
times pupported boyceotla to spot-
light discriminstory practives, amnd
that she and her staffere secused
of beiag “troublemakers.”

The Star and its publisher also
pleyed enimportant rete by calling
attention to the socomplishmenta
af peaple in the blark community,

Mrs, Brown emphasized positive |-
values, A newspaper trado pasocia- |

ticn epokeaman ence seid that she
did “Tittle thinga for little people to
maks them protd of what they have
dana,”

Her work "tourhed hundreds of
peopie peraonally,” a5 Robert
prmatrang, dicactar of the Gmaba.
Housing Authority, said recently.
“She hps miways been o positive
forve,” Armstrong said,

Mra. Brown: onee sabé that she
hoad rte foar, Certainly it took cotr-
ape ard selfcenfidence to etoTt &
newspeper i the 1330, when
timos were hard and fewer doors
wore opon 1o blacka and womon
than is the cese today.

But M. Erown, who liked o
print atories about the aperess of
athors, had what it teok to suceoed.
Her soommplishments ghould oot
be forpotton.
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